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Greater Moncton Association for Community Living 
Annual General Meeting 

Club D’Age D’or, Christ de Roi Inc, 305 Dominion St . 
25 June 2013  

 
DRAFT MINUTES: 
 
PRESENT: 
 
 
REGRETS: 
 
  
 
 
1.  PRESENTATIONS:  
Denise Kinnie, President, welcomed everyone to the 26th Annual General Meeting of the 
association and introduced Bill Grimmer, who had come to speak about service dogs to 
the membership. Mr. Grimmer about the ways in which the training of service dogs can 
be customized to the individual needs of the person and some of the various issues for 
which people might utilize the services of such dogs. Mr. Grimmer took questions 
afterwards and was thanked by Connie Melanson-Savoy, Executive Director, who 
informed the membership that if they desired more information she could arrange to 
have Mr. Grimmer provide that in the future. 
 
Connie then introduced Randy Dickenson, Chair of the New Brunswick Human Rights 
Commission. Mr. Dickenson acknowledged the volunteers in the audience for their work, 
and then acknowledged Connie as an advocate for the community, to much applause. 
Mr. Dickenson spoke at length about the Human Right Commission, noting that over half 
of their cases involved persons with disabilities, who are specifically protected under 
human rights legislation. Mr. Dickenson acknowledged that much has been done in the 
field of advocacy in the last several years, but there is still work to be done and he 
implored the membership not to give up and to continue advocating for people with 
disabilities. Connie thanked Mr. Dickenson and a break was held.  
 
2.  CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 
Denise called the business meeting to order at 8:00 PM and thanked everyone for 
attending.  
 
 
3.  AGENDA: 
The membership reviewed the agenda for the evening. Denise asked that everyone 
include two extra items on their agendas: the appointment of signing officers and the 
appointment of the accountant. Kate Cober motioned that the agenda be accepted with 
these changes. Kourtney Stephenson seconded the motion. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
4.  MINUTES: 
The minutes from the 2012 AGM were read by the membership. Lucas Cober, 
Secretary, motioned that the minutes be accepted. Kate Cober seconded. All were in 
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favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
5. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Pascale LeBrasseur, Treasurer, was absent from the meeting. The financial report, 
consisting of Pascale’s projected budget and also of the financial review of the previous 
year, was distributed to the membership and read over. The review was discussed first.  
Kate asked why $16000 less was paid out in salaries compared to previous years, to 
which Connie answered that there was a difference in the number of summer students in 
those years, likely responsible for the discrepancy. Kate also asked why the 
‘miscellaneous expenses’ section was for a higher amount. Connie said that this was 
due to a difference in what was counted as miscellaneous expenses. Kate then asked 
what the ‘professional fees’ section of the report meant, and Connie answered that this 
was the expenses for the financial review itself. Dan Robichaud asked whether the FUN 
Challenge expenses were for everything, and whether GMACL had tried reducing these 
expenses by saving on things such as brochures and so on. Connie indicated that the 
figure was indicative of all expenses and that we do everything we can do reduce costs 
for this event and all others. There were no further questions and the Board of Directors 
had previously looked over this review and approved it. Kerri Porter made a motion to 
accept the 2012/2013 financial review. Brian Connors seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
The membership reviewed the proposed budget for the 2013/2014 year. Kate asked why 
there was a $350 allowance for staff training for last year but not this coming year, and 
Connie indicated that it had been accounted for under staff expenses, and that every 
effort was made to find external funding for such training in any case. Michael McCarthy 
requested clarification as to whether the FUN Challenge monies shown on the budget 
were reflective of the recent event or the upcoming 2014 event. Connie indicated that 
they were our projection for the 2014 event. Mr. McCarthy also questioned whether the 
money for GMACL’s grants is reflected on the budget, which it is not as that money is “in 
and out” and is used to pay the salaries of the people who work on the grants. When 
there were no further questions, Brian Connors motioned that the membership accept 
the 2013/2014 budget. Kourtney Stephenson seconded. All were in favour.   
         Motion Carried 
 
6.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Denise delivered her report to the membership. This has been a very busy year for 
GMACL; the Association moved to a new office this past summer and Denise thanked 
Connie and her husband Bernie personally for coming in on weekends and working 
many long hours to prepare the new office for use. There are still some concerns about 
accessibility, but these are being worked on at present. Denise told everyone that 
GMACL needs the continued support, connections, ideas and aid of their members to 
continue our important work.  

 
7.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
Connie’s report was delivered to the membership. Connie outlined much of her work and 
the work of others over the past year in various fields including advocacy, adult literacy, 
education, employment, supportive living, liaising with the community, the People First 
organization, training and workshops, the summer support program for which summer 
staff have been hired, administrative duties such as moving the office and fundraising. 
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Connie provided a written summary of her time spent on a separate sheet of paper for 
the membership to read. Connie also personally thanked Karen Wagg, CALP facilitator, 
for her continued work and support; Monique Ploude, outgoing FLEX facilitator, and 
wished her the best in her new position at Oulton’s College and also welcomed Annette, 
the new FLEX facilitator; Connie thanked the board for their support, and especially 
Pascale LeBrasseur, Al Caissie and Chelsea Pridham, who are leaving the board this 
year; she thanked Terry MacTavish-Hawkes for his continued support on the fundraising 
committee and for providing technical support to the association; her family for their 
support; the summer students and organizers of this AGM; and finally all of the 
individuals and families who GMACL supports for their continued support.  
Monique’s FLEX report was included with Connie’s for information but was not read.  
 
8.  COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Fundraising: The fundraising committee report was included in the AGM package. There 
was nothing added to the report nor were there any questions. The report included a 
summary of funds raised over the past year.  
Administration: There was no formal administration committee report. Kate Cober, chair 
of the committee, indicated that the committee is in the process of reviewing the 
Executive Director’s job description, removing redundant language and prioritizing 
according to what is most important. There will be a full report once this process is 
completed.  
Governance: Lucas Cober, chair of the governance committee, presented this report. 
Following a number of discussions at the board this year, some changes were being 
proposed to the Bylaws of the association regarding elections and length of board 
members terms. The proposed changes made clear that the executive officers were 
elected by the membership and the term for a director was raised to two years in order 
to mitigate the possibility of the whole board rolling over at once.  
 
Kourtney Stephenson motioned that all reports be accepted. Brian Connors seconded. 
All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
9. AWARD PRESENTATIONS: 
Monique Plourde, former FLEX Pre-Employment facilitator, was asked to come up and 
make three presentations to self-advocates to have done great work for the association. 
Thomas Lloyd, 2012 graduate from Oulton’s, has expanded into the computer field since 
his graduation and has helped GMACL, including helping Monique with many of her 
training workshops. Nathan Boulter, graduate of NBCC, has volunteered with GMACL 
for two years doing data entry and without him the PATH write-ups would be incredibly 
behind. Kourtney Stephenson, graduate from CompuCollege’s Graphic Design Program, 
is living in her own apartment and has been a member of the GMACL board of directors 
since 2010, and does most of the associations promotional materials on her own time. 
All three of these people were given certificates of thanks and the gratitude of the 
association. 
Connie and Denise then stood and made presentations to the three board members who 
were stepping down as of this year, Chelsea Pridham, Al Caissie and Pascale 
LeBrasseur. These three were thanked profoundly for their service to GMACL.   
 
10. ELECTIONS: 
Lucas Cober, chair of the nominating committee, took the floor at this time for the 
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elections. Lucas introduced all of the nominees for this year, including the four people 
who have put their names forward for consideration. Lucas indicated all of the executive 
positions were going to be open, but that he had allowed a nomination for himself for 
President to stand, and that Cheryl Leblanc had allowed herself to be nominated for Vice 
President. Lucas also thanked the three retiring board members before the election 
began.  
 
At this time, Lucas called for nominations from the floor for directors at large. Dan 
Robichaud nominated himself. 
Lucas called for a second time for nominations from the floor for directors at large. There 
were no nominations. 
Lucas called for a third and final time for nominations from the floor for directors at large. 
There were no further nominations. There being no further nominations, Lucas asked for 
a motion to cease nominations. Kate Cober motioned that nominations from the floor for 
directors-at-large cease. Kerri Porter seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried   
Because there were thirteen nominees and eleven open positions, an election was held 
by secret ballot. Lucas explained the voting process prior to the election. Members can 
vote for up to eleven names on the ballot. The results of the election were as follows: 
Members at Large for 2013/2014: 
Stephane Amirault 
Carla Ayles 
Ernie Boudreau 
Lucas Cober 
Kate Cober 
Andre Landry 
Brian Connors 
Cheryl Leblanc 
Kerri Porter 
Stephanie Sarchfield 
Kourtney Stephenson 
 
After the general election, the election of officers was held. Members were reminded that 
only board members who had served for at least one year were eligible for executive 
positions.  
 
There was a standing nomination of Lucas Cober for President. Lucas called for 
nominations from the floor for the position of President. There were no nominations. 
Lucas called for a second time for nominations for President. There were no 
nominations. 
Lucas called for a third and final time for nominations for the position of President from 
the floor.   
There being no further nominations, Lucas asked for a motion to cease nominations. 
Kate Cober moved that nominations for President be ceased. Kerri Porter seconded. All 
were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
There being no other nominees, Lucas Cober was elected President by acclimation.  
 
There was a standing nomination of Cheryl Leblanc for Vice President. Lucas called for 
nominations from the floor for the position of Vice President. There were no nominations. 
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Lucas called for a second time for nominations for Vice President. There were no 
nominations. 
Lucas called for a third and final time for nominations for the position of Vice President 
from the floor.   
There being no further nominations, Lucas asked for a motion to cease nominations. 
Kerri Porter moved that nominations for Vice President be ceased. Bernie Savoy 
seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
There being no other nominees, Cheryl Leblanc was elected Vice President by 
acclimation.  
 
There were no standing nominations for Treasurer. Lucas called for nominations from 
the floor for the position of Treasurer. There were no nominations. 
Lucas called for a second time for nominations for Treasurer. There were no 
nominations. 
Lucas called for a third and final time for nominations for the position of Treasurer from 
the floor.   
There being no nominations, Lucas asked for a motion to cease nominations. Kate 
Cober moved that nominations for Treasurer be ceased. Bernie Savoy seconded. All 
were in favour.  
         Motion Carried  
There being no nominees for Treasurer, this issue would be resolved at the first board 
meeting of the year.  
 
There was a standing nomination of Kate Cober for Secretary. Lucas called for 
nominations from the floor for the position of Secretary. There were no nominations. 
Lucas called for a second time for nominations for Secretary. There were no 
nominations. 
Lucas called for a third and final time for nominations for the position of Secretary from 
the floor.   
There being no further nominations, Lucas asked for a motion to cease nominations. 
Kerri Porter moved that nominations for Secretary be ceased. Brian Connors seconded. 
All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
There being no further nominations, Kate Cober was elected Secretary by acclimation. 
The results of the election of officers were as follows: 
Executive Officers for 2013/2014: 
President:   Lucas Cober 
Vice President:  Cheryl Leblanc 
Treasurer:  To Be Determined 
Secretary:   Kate Cober 
 
Lucas then moved that the nominating committee report be accepted as presented. Kerri 
seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
At this time, Lucas took over the duties of President and presided over the remainder of 
the meeting.  
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11. NEW BUSINESS: 
Lucas requested a motion from the floor for signing officers to be appointed for the 
board. Generally these are the President, Treasurer and Executive Director. Kerri Porter 
motioned that the President, Treasurer and Executive Director be appointed as signing 
officers again this year. Stephane Amirault seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
Lucas then asked for a motion from the floor to appoint the Robichaud firm as the 
accountants for the coming year. This is the same firm that has conducted GMACL’s 
financial review for the past several years. Al Caissie motioned that Robichaud’s be 
appointed as the association’s accountants once more. Bernie Savoy seconded. All 
were in favour. 
         Motion Carried 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM. Lucas and Connie thanked everyone for their 
time and bade the membership a good evening.  
 
 
     Minutes submitted by Lucas Cober and Kate Cober 


