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Greater Moncton Association for Community Living 
Annual General Meeting 

Le Teraz, 154 Church St, Moncton 
 June 25 th, 2012, 6:00 PM 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
1.  PRESENTATIONS: 
Connie Melanson-Savoy, Executive Director for GMACL, introduced Marie-Claude Blais, 
Minister of Justice. Minister Blais spoke about her experiences with advocacy in the 
Moncton area and the need for advocacy groups and the government to work together 
on behalf of the people they serve. She congratulated GMACL on 25 years and said that 
she hoped to see the association around for another 25 years into the future.  
Denise Kinnie, President of GMACL, introduced guest speaker Sue Belliveau. Ms. 
Belliveau described her experiences as a parent of a child with Down syndrome, and the 
challenges she has faced and the many ways in which GMACL has helped her and 
many other families since that time. She listed some of the major accomplishments that 
the advocacy community in New Brunswick have achieved, including the early 
intervention program and the school integration laws, noting how far we have come in 
the last 25 years.  
 
2.  CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 
Denise Kinnie, President, called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM and thanked everyone 
for coming out to the 25th Anniversary celebration, and also thanked Minister Blais and 
Ms. Belliveau for speaking to the membership. 
 
3.  AGENDA: 
The agenda for the meeting was reviewed by the membership. There were no questions 
arising from the agenda. Terry MacTavish-Hawkes motioned that the agenda be 
accepted as presented. Lucas Cober seconded. All were in favour.  
          Motion Carried 
 
4.  MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS AGM: 
The minutes from the 2011 AGM were read by the membership. There being no 
questions arising from the minutes, Brian Connors motioned that the minutes be 
accepted as read. Lucas seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried  
 
5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
There was no business arising. 
 
6.  FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Pascale LeBrasseur, Treasurer, presented the financial report from the previous year to 
the membership. She indicated that expenses had exceeded revenue for this year and 
that it was important that we be careful not to do this again in coming years. Michael 
McCarthy asked a question from the floor about the proposed budget for 2012-2013, 
asking that if our previous two fundraisers had fallen short of their goals, whether it was 
realistic to expect the amounts we were projecting on the budget. Pascale explained that 
the budget projected the amount of money that it was necessary for us to make on the 
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year’s fundraisers, in effect creating our fundraising goals for the year, and that 
expenses were likely to remain the same regardless. Connie also added that the 
association is always looking for other funding opportunities, including grants and other 
fundraisers, to supplement our finances. Mr. McCarthy questioned the wisdom of 
projecting a budget that he felt was unrealistic based on past data, and as such 
motioned that the membership call upon the Treasurer provide an amended budget 
based on historical figures from our fundraisers, reflecting the revenue of those 
fundraisers as our projected revenue for this year. Brian Connors seconded this motion. 
Terry said that this could result in us losing grants and having a harder time accessing 
funding in the future, as we would be projecting a budget that would show an expected 
deficit in our future. Kerri Porter also said that budgets are supposed to project goals so 
that people know what they are working towards. Further, Connie did indicate that 
GMACL does feel that the goals we have set are attainable; we have a stronger 
Fundraising Committee now and this has had a positive impact on our fundraising 
efforts. Kate Cober, board member, pointed out that though it looks as though we are 
spending money very quickly after receiving it, this is because of provincial laws 
regarding funding for non-profit organizations that say they must spend at least 80% of 
their earnings within one year of acquiring them.  
After much discussion, a vote was taken on Mr. McCarthy’s motion for a new budget, 
with 6 votes in favour of the motion and 23 opposed.  
         Motion Defeated 
After this vote, there were no further questions on the financial report and Pascale 
motioned that the membership accept the financial report for the 2011-2012 year. Kate 
seconded. There were 28 votes in favour and 1 opposed.  
         Motion Carried 

 
7.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Denise delivered her President’s report to the membership. GMACL has had a lot of 
things going on over this past year and sometimes it is easy to get stuck in the daily 
grind of it and lose sight of the changes that have been affected in the region in the last 
25 years, such as the closing of institutions and the integration of public schools. There 
is a lot going on as always and currently the biggest challenge is the need for a new 
office space for the association; though there are a few leads, we are still trying to pin 
down a firm location. In an ideal world, GMACL does not need to exist, but until that time 
comes, we will continue on with our work. 
 
8.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
Connie delivered her report to the membership. To begin with she asked all board 
members, past and present, to stand up and be acknowledged for the work they have 
done over the years for the community to give individuals with disabilities a voice. She 
cited a recent study that showed some disturbing statistics about abuse of persons who 
are disabled; over 50% of students with intellectual disabilities are cited as saying that 
they “don’t fit” into their communities and between 60% and 80% of people with 
intellectual disabilities are abused in their lifetimes. At least 50% are under- or 
unemployed and parents, caregivers and the individuals themselves are an ageing 
population. There have been a great deal of advances in equality in the past 25 years, 
but there is still much to be done. People with disabilities are still seeking real work for 
real pay on equal terms with other people, and Connie stressed that inclusion is a right, 
not something to be debated. There are some similar patterns that Connie sees among 
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many of the people she supports; many are referred to us by other families rather than 
the support system, many have to remove their children of school because of issues of 
inclusion. GMACL is here to support families, but we ourselves are in need of support as 
well at times. This year has had some new, big challenges, but we are not finished. We 
need more hands and shoulders to support the association in this time. Connie asked 
the self-advocates to stand up and be acknowledged and finished by saying that we can 
and can, must and have both a more and legal obligation to do more to support the 
people who require it.  
 
9. FLEX REPORT: 
Monique Pelletier, FLEX Facilitator, distributed her report on paper, but the bulk of her 
report was in the form of a video created with the help of McKenzie College’s Jeff 
Mullen, which highlighted how the FLEX grant has impacted the lives of people in terms 
of preparing them for employment situations. After the video, Kerri asked if Monique has 
noticed attitudes changing towards employment of persons with intellectual disabilities in 
recent years, and Monique said that though such changes were hardly universal, she did 
feel that there was general movement in a positive direction with regards to employment.  
Denise thanked Monique for her work and for her report. 
 
10. FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Terry MacTavish-Hawkes, chair of the Fundraising Committee, delivered his report to 
the membership. He said that the main focus of this Committee is to have a high-level 
view of the various fundraising efforts of the association, potentially with subcommittees 
for each individual event. The biggest challenge with fundraising is getting people 
involved; both as donators and volunteers. This is, in Terry’s view, the biggest thing that 
could contribute to greater financial success at fundraisers—having more feet on the 
ground. Terry called for a motion to accept his report. Kourtney Stephenson motioned 
that the membership accept the Fundraising Committee report. Brian seconded. All were 
in favour.     
         Motion Carried 
 
11. AWARD PRESENTATION: 
Before presenting the award, Connie took a moment to acknowledge two high school 
students to whom GMACL managed to get funding to give small bursaries to, both of 
whom had gone far above and beyond the call of duty in assisting a person with a 
disability over the year. These bursaries were presented some days previous to the 
AGM.  
Connie presented an award for Jeff Mullen of McKenzie College for creating the two 25th 
Anniversary videos, which he worked on without compensation throughout this past 
year. Mr. Mullen was not present to accept his award, and Connie said she would make 
sure he received it later. 
 
12. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT/ELECTION: 
Terry McTavish-Hawkes, chair of the Nominating Committee, asked people to make a 
few corrections to the written report and remove two names of people who withdrew their 
nominations at the last minute, and add someone who had contacted Terry only recently 
to the list. Terry introduced all of the nominees individually and gave a short biography 
about them. 
Terry then called for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations. 
Terry called a second time for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations.  
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Terry called a third and final time for nominations from the floor. There were no 
nomiantions.  
Kate Cober made a motion to cease calling for nominations from the floor. Al Caissie 
seconded the motion. All were in favour. 
         Motion Carried 
 
An election was held by secret ballot to determine the Board of Directors for the 2012-
2013 year. The results were as follows: 
 
Returning Directors at Large: 
Stephane Amirault 
Al Caissie 
Kate Cober 
Lucas Cober 
Brian Connors 
Denise Kinnie 
Pascale LeBrasseur 
Chelsea Pridham 
Kourtney Stephenson 
 
New Directors at Large:   
Ernie Boudreau 
Kerri Porter 
 
Following the election of the board, the elections for the Executive Officers were held. 
Two people have allowed themselves to be nominated for the position of President, 
Denise Kinnie and Lucas Cober.  
Terry called for nominations from the floor for the position of President. There were no 
further nominations. 
Terry called a second time for nominations for President. There were no nominations. 
Terry called a third time for nominations from the floor for the position of President. 
There were no nominations. 
Kate Cober called for motions for the position of President to cease. Kerri seconded. All 
were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
An election was held by secret ballot for the position of President. The winner was 
Denise Kinnie. 
 
Nobody had been nominated for the position of Vice President. Terry called for 
nominations from the floor for this position. There were no nominations. 
Terry called a second time for nominations from the floor for Vice President. There were 
no nominations. 
Terry called a third and final time for nominations from the floor for Vice President. There 
were no nomination. The position of Vice President was set aside to be dealt with by the 
board at a later date.  
 
Pascale LeBrasseur had allowed herself to be nominated to retain the position of 
Treasurer. Terry called for nominations from the floor for this position. There were no 
nominations. 
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Terry called a second time for nominations from the floor for the position of Treasurer. 
There were no nominations.  
Terry called a third and final time for nominations from the floor for the position of 
Treasurer. There were no further nominations. 
Lucas Cober motioned that calls for nominations for Treasurer cease. Brian seconded. 
All were in favour. 
         Motion Carried 
There being no other nominations, Pascale was named Treasurer by acclimation. 
 
Nobody had been nominated for the position of Secretary. Terry called for nominations 
from the floor for this position. Kate nominated Lucas Cober. Pascale seconded the 
nomination, and Lucas accepted.  
Terry called a second time for nominations from the floor for the position of Secretary. 
There were no nominations. 
Terry called a third and final time for nominations from the floor for the position of 
Secretary. There were no nominations.  
Brian Connors made a motion that the calls for nominations for the position of Secretary 
cease. Kerri seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
There being no other nomination, Lucas was named Secretary by acclimation. 
 
The Executive officers for the 2012-2013 year were as follows: 
President:  Denise Kinnie 
Vice-President: To Be Determined 
Treasurer:   Pascale LeBrasseur 
Secretary:  Lucas Cober 
 
Al Caissie motioned that the membership accept the Nominating Committee’s report. 
Brian seconded. All were in favour.  
         Motion Carried 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS: 
Denise asked the membership to look over the changes to the wording of the Bylaws 
that were proposed at the previous year’s AGM. Brain Connors motioned that the 
membership accept these changes. Pascale seconded. All were in favour. 
         Motion Carried 
 
After this, Terry reminded everyone that there are many spots available on committees 
should anyone wish to pursue these.  
 
Denise thanked everybody for coming and for their participation the meeting and with the 
association for the last 25 years. She also thanked Anne Robichaud for sending the 
lovely flowers that were on the registration desk, and thanked Chelsea Pridham for 
overseeing and organizing the 25th Anniversary AGM.  
 
14. ADJOURNMENT: 
On a motion from Brian Connors, the meeting was adjourned at 9:36 PM. 
 
 
       Minutes Submitted by Lucas Cober 


